
Term 1, Week 04, Feb 23, 2023 

Newsletter

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S
A N D  E V E N T S :

5/6 Vavlas Hosting Assembly

School Council AGM

Learning Conferences

Netball Gala Day

Life Education - Healthy
Harold

5/6 Bevan Hosting Assembly

Fri 24 Feb

Mon 27 Feb

Tue 28 Feb & Wed 1 Mar

Fri 3 Mar

Mon 13 - Fri 10 March

Fri 10 Mar

Phone the school office if your
child is absent from school.

The last two weeks have passed very quickly, and
our teachers are looking forward to connecting with
families at Learning Conferences next week. This is a
wonderful opportunity to sit down with your child
and their teacher to discuss learning. I encourage
all families to book a time with their child’s teacher.
Teachers, parents, and students are all partners in
the journey of learning. It is important that students
come to conferences as major stakeholder in their
learning. If you have sensitive matters you would
prefer to discuss without your child present, I
encourage you to make a separate time for this. 

Learning
Conferences



Over the past few weeks, we have been working through various selection
processes to establish our 2023 student leadership team. We have a mixed
approach to selecting our student leaders. School Captains, Vice Captains, and
Learning Commissioners work through an application and interview process.
Our Sport Captains and Vice Captains nominate, present a speech and sporting
teams vote using a preferential voting system. Student Representative Council
(SRC) members nominate within their classes and voting is conducted in each
class. Classes are finalising their SRC members this week. Congratulations to
those who are our student leaders for 2023. We know that they will all represent
our school with pride.

Wagaman Primary
acknowledges the traditional

custodians of the land on
which we learn, the  Larrakia

people. 
We respect their Elders, past,

present and  emerging.

We were excited last week to take delivery of our new
school bus. School Council have been committed for
several years to raising money and allocating funds
towards the purchase of a new bus. Our annual
school contributions have also been allocated to
allow us to afford a new bus. Our bus has ensured
our students greater access to excursions at
significantly reduced costs. Our old bus was over
twenty years old. In the near future, we will be
adding our school logo to the bus so that everyone
knows who we are as we move around Darwin. Our
new bus has already been used by some of our
students. 



Ms Carol Hetherington has been on leave for the first four weeks of the year. She
has made the decision to retire and will therefore not be returning to Wagaman.
Ms Kristen Xu will continue to teach the class for the remainder of the year. Ms
Athena Hammond has been successful in securing the position of Meaningful
Maths Network Leader. This is a wonderful opportunity for Athena, but it means
she will leave Wagaman at the end of the term to start her new position. She will
work in this position for the remainder of the year. We are currently working to
secure a replacement for Athena and will notify families when this has occurred. 

Attendance and engagement are key priorities of our Annual School
Improvement Plan and in 2023, we will continue to work hard to further improve
our attendance. It is important that you notify the front office if your child is
absent. If students are absent for 3 or more days, we do ask that in line with DoE
policy, parents provide a medical certificate. It has been wonderful to see some
classes start the year with excellent attendance.



Kind Regards
Mandy McKinnon

Our school council Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held next Monday 27th
February in the Blue Room. All parents are welcome to attend. We ask that
people arrive at 5:30 pm ready for a 5:45 pm start. 

Looking forward to connecting with parents at our AGM and seeing everyone at
our Learning Conferences next week.

Congratulations to our Preschool, Year 5/6
Hammond, 3/4 Mairou, T/1 Colling and 3 Xu
who all have attendance of 90% or greater
so far this year. 





Jabari in Year 6 who made the

Darwin Region AFL team! 



LEARNING SPOTLIGHT
YEAR 5/6  HAMMOND

Parliament House Excursion
On Friday 17th February students from 5/6 Hammond, Vavlas and Bevan visited
Parliament House to gain a deeper understanding of how the Northern Territory
Parliament and the Northern Territory Electoral Commission work.

Students were lucky enough to be able to enter the Parliamentary chamber to see
how our elected representatives make new laws for the Northern Territory.

"Every word spoken in the Parliamentary chamber is recorded. If you want to
have a private conversation without being recorded, you can do and talk next to
the fountain outside." Alex

"Every state and territory has a different mace. The only person allowed to
touch the mace with gloves on is the Serjeant-at-arms." Sophie

"The Mace is now a symbol of the power of the Speaker and therefore the power
of Parliament."

"Parliament House was built where the post office was before it was bombed in
1942. There is still part of the post office that can be found in Parliament
House." Noelle

"A the electoral commission session we learnt about preferential voting. The
winning vote needs more than 50% to win." Charlie

 Year 5/6 cohort at
Parliament House



Students finding out information
about the Northern Territory flag.Students listening to Electoral

Commission Information.

Mock election preferential vote
counting.

Students persuading their peers to vote
for them!



NIHONGO CORNER  

Miki Back Yuto Tsunoda

Konnichiwa (Hello). We are Miki Sensei and Yuto Sensei. We are so excited
to meet Wagaman students and teach Japanese Language and the
culture to Year 3 to Year 6 this year. 

Dripstone Middle School has been growing their Japanese program and
we are sure that learning Japanese in Wagaman Primary School will give
students an advantage to continue their Language pathway in Middle
School. Learning an additional language is a door to enter a new world!
It broadens our thinking and we see the world in new ways.

In Nihongo Corner, we will share some information about Japan (Nihon)
and Japanese language (Nihongo). We hope that parents, guardians,
teachers and students in the Wagaman school community can enjoy
learning more about Japan together and even use some Japanese words
at home!  

                      Yoroshiku onegaishimasu (Nice to meet you).
 

                      Miki sensei and Yuto sensei

LEARNING SPOTLIGHT
JAPANESE
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KIDS SPACE 
Children’s Therapeutic
Group Work 

 
What is Kids Space? 

How to access Kids Space? 

How does Kids Space work? 

Where is Kids Space being held? 

When and who is Kids Space for? 
Four weekly sessions, 3:30-4:45pm for children aged 5-12 years 

CatholicCare NT – Shop 10B Goyder Centre, Palmerston Circuit, Palmerston City NT 0830 

Parents’ separation and divorce can be a time of change and transition for everyone. It may lead to some children feeling a 
range of difficult emotions and a sense of unsettledness. Kids Space is a therapeutic group for children whose parents are 
separated and/or divorced. It is a safe space for children to be able to meet with others, share their emotions, thoughts and 
experiences and learn new ways to deal with issues relating to parents’ separation/divorce. 

Children share an afternoon tea and then participate in a range of activities including playing games, creating art, reading
stories, and puppet play with the aim of processing family changes and grief and gaining self-regulation and coping strategies 
that will benefit them while at home, school and socially. 

Referrals can be made directly to CatholicCare NT on 8944 2000. A practitioner will contact both parents to arrange a time to
meet individually to discuss their child’s needs and current coping styles. The practitioner, with permission from both parents,
will then meet with the child/ren to discuss the group. Further details regarding the group will be provided on referral. 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 
WEDNESDAYS 

15TH FEB – 8TH MAR 
THURSDAYS 

20TH APR – 11TH MAY 25
TUESDAYS 
JUL – 15TH AUG 13

FRIDAYS 
OCT – 3RD NOV TH TH
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nhw4kids.org.au

IS YOUR CHILD PREPARING TO TRAVEL
INDEPENDENTLY IN THE COMMUNITY? 

Scan the QR Code now to 
improve your child’s safety 
knowledge, increase their 
confidence and empower 

them to trust their instincts 
and react appropriately to 

unsafe situations. 

Neighbourhood Watch 4 Kids is an e-learning portal that supports 
caregivers in preparing their child to travel safely in the community. 

NHW4Kids has been created with best-practice advice and interactive 
elements to take you and your child on a learning journey to...
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