
Term 1, Week 02, Feb 09, 2023 

Newsletter

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S
A N D  E V E N T S :

4/5 Chadbourne Hosting
Assembly

5/6 Vavlas Hosting
Assembly

School Council AGM

Learning Conferences

Netball Gala Day

Fri 10 Feb

Fri 24 Feb

Mon 27 Feb

Tue 28 Feb & Wed 1 Mar

Fri 3 Mar

Phone the school office if your
child is absent from school.

A huge welcome to 2023 to all our new and existing
families. It has been wonderful to welcome everyone
back to school. Classes have been extremely settled and
engaged in fabulous learning experiences over the past
two weeks. Our Transition students are adjusting well to
the changes and expectations of “big school.”

Child Australia are now delivering Outside School Hours
Care services at Wagaman. The feedback from the
program has been excellent so far, and students have
been thoroughly enjoying the program. Child Australia
have staff who work from Wagaman each day, so if you
would like to follow anything up, please contact them
through email and schedule a time to meet to discuss
the program. 



Wagaman Primary
acknowledges the traditional

custodians of the land on
which we learn, the  Larrakia

people. 
We respect their Elders, past,

present and  emerging.

In 2023, regular attendance at school continues to be
priority for all Department of Education schools. At
Wagaman, we are aiming to have all students at
school every day. We realise that at times students are
sick and are therefore unable to attend. Students who
attend school 90% of the time across a year miss
approximately 20 days of school per year. This means
they are away a week each term. When students are
absent, they miss important learning opportunities. It
has been great to see some of our classes with 100%
attendance this week.

Our school council is made up of parents and teachers and they are an important
governance body in our school. We have a fabulous group of parents on council.
We love to also see new parents joining council as it helps continue to build and
grow our fabulous school. Council meets on the third Monday of each month. Our
School Council Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held Monday 27th February
in our school library. We ask people to arrive at 5:30pm for a 5:45pm start. If you
are considering joining, you are more than welcome to come and have a chat with
me or one of our current council members. To join, please come along to our AGM.
We look forward to welcoming some of our new families. If you require babysitting
to attend, please come and see Mel or Angie in the front office. 



This morning I was lucky enough to visit 4/5 Chadbourne while they held a “Book
Feast.” It was an extremely exciting learning event and has sparked some great
interest in a variety of books.

Looking forward to another awesome year of learning at Wagaman.

Kind Regards
Mandy McKinnon

This year, Wagaman Primary School will celebrate its 50th birthday. Our school
concert, a special assembly and a “back in time” day will all be held in Week 9 of
Term 2. If you have some ideas about our celebrations, come and see one of our
school team.

School begins at 7:55am and students should not arrive at school prior to this time.
Last year we offered Before School Care, however, due to the small number of
families who used the service, we were not able to sustain it. This year for families
who start work early we are offering user pays before school supervision which
begins at 7:30am. If you need to use this service, please talk to Mel or Angie at the
front office.

Instrumental lessons are offered weekly at Wagaman for students in Year 4 – 6. The
lessons are taught by teachers from the NT Music School. Tuition is available free of
charge to families for a variety of instruments. The only cost to families is the hire of
an instrument which can be done through the NT Music School. The registration and
contact details to enrol in this program are in this newsletter. If you would like to
know more please ask at our front office.





Dear Wagaman Community,

On Tuesday, Year 5/6 had a visit from Ranger Michael. He
works at the Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife.
Ranger Michael gave us an informative talk about magpie
geese. 

Magpie geese are native to Australia. Their scientific name
is anseranas semipalmata, meaning half-webbed feet.

We learnt about their breeding season and that they
mate for life. Doesn't that give you goose bumps!

These magnificent geese are omnivores - they eat both
plants and animals. Ranger Michael told us  it is illegal
to feed them. Feeding them can harm their health and
lead to unnatural population increases. So we would like
to inform our community that we should not be feeding
them. 

Year 5/6 Vavlas  
 

LEARNING SPOTLIGHT
YEAR 5/6 VAVLAS



Congratulations,

Vhanna, who received a

Student Citizenship

Award on Australia Day.

The awards were hosted by Australia Day NT and the City of Darwin.

The Student Citizenship Awards recognise a student who shows a sense of fair
play, generosity of spirit, concern for others, cultural understanding, positive
attitude and involvement within the school and the wider community.
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KIDS SPACE 
Children’s Therapeutic
Group Work 

 
What is Kids Space? 

How to access Kids Space? 

How does Kids Space work? 

Where is Kids Space being held? 

When and who is Kids Space for? 
Four weekly sessions, 3:30-4:45pm for children aged 5-12 years 

CatholicCare NT – Shop 10B Goyder Centre, Palmerston Circuit, Palmerston City NT 0830 

Parents’ separation and divorce can be a time of change and transition for everyone. It may lead to some children feeling a 
range of difficult emotions and a sense of unsettledness. Kids Space is a therapeutic group for children whose parents are 
separated and/or divorced. It is a safe space for children to be able to meet with others, share their emotions, thoughts and 
experiences and learn new ways to deal with issues relating to parents’ separation/divorce. 

Children share an afternoon tea and then participate in a range of activities including playing games, creating art, reading
stories, and puppet play with the aim of processing family changes and grief and gaining self-regulation and coping strategies 
that will benefit them while at home, school and socially. 

Referrals can be made directly to CatholicCare NT on 8944 2000. A practitioner will contact both parents to arrange a time to
meet individually to discuss their child’s needs and current coping styles. The practitioner, with permission from both parents,
will then meet with the child/ren to discuss the group. Further details regarding the group will be provided on referral. 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 
WEDNESDAYS 

15TH FEB – 8TH MAR 
THURSDAYS 

20TH APR – 11TH MAY 25
TUESDAYS 
JUL – 15TH AUG 13

FRIDAYS 
OCT – 3RD NOV TH TH
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nhw4kids.org.au

IS YOUR CHILD PREPARING TO TRAVEL
INDEPENDENTLY IN THE COMMUNITY? 

Scan the QR Code now to 
improve your child’s safety 
knowledge, increase their 
confidence and empower 

them to trust their instincts 
and react appropriately to 

unsafe situations. 

Neighbourhood Watch 4 Kids is an e-learning portal that supports 
caregivers in preparing their child to travel safely in the community. 

NHW4Kids has been created with best-practice advice and interactive 
elements to take you and your child on a learning journey to...
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